I4o                                       ECHOES    OP    BIG    BEN
From men mounting on the political ladder I turn to one or two whose r6les
in tie one House or the other had ended. Lord Carson's death in 1935 left a con-
spicuous blank in his generation. The last time I saw him was at a Conservative
party conference when, frail in body but robust in spirit, he attacked the Government's
Indian policy.
The House of Commons lost one of its most distinguished figures when Lord
Hugh Cecil was appointed Provost of Eton. At the beginning of the century he
was the rising hope of the Tory Party, but with a full share of the independence
and Church zeal of his family he left the beaten track of the politically ambitious.
His day and generation had passed by this time and in the last year or two he went in
and out of the House, with characteristic swing on his toes, looking as if he knew
nobody and feared to arouse the dead. Lord Hugh (later Lord Quickswood) left
few intellectual equals among the Commons and few equals in moving speech and
piercing power in debate,
A step that everybody considered necessary and everybody regretted was taken
when "]im" Thomas resigned his pkce in the Government and his seat in the House.
The tribunal which enquired into Budget leakage in 1936 found an unauthorized
disclosure of information by J. H. Thomas. He assured the House that he never
consciously gave a secret away but he recognized that the House must accept the
finding of the tribunal. Members followed him with sympathetic eyes when, after
a personal statement, he walked out. I could well believe that it was the darkest
hour of his life.
A year or two more of Peace was spent on national reconstruction and social
reform. I recall the raising of the school-leaving age, the reorganisation of the coal
industry, the unification of mining royalties under national control, the improvement
of trunk roads, the clearance of slums and abatement of overcrowding, the regulation
of work in the factories and the relief of the distressed areas. The Matrimonial
Causes Act, enlarging the grounds for divorce, was the work of private members
and especially A. P. Herbert.
The longest sitting since 1881 was held in July, 1936. Unemployment Assistance
was the subject of contention. It lasted thirty-six hours in a turbulent atmosphere.
Three Clydesiders were suspended, and one refused to leave until approached by
the Serjeant-at-Anns. When the Closure was applied Socialists sang "The Red
Flag."
The year 1937 opened with trade recovery and hopeful prospects at home, but
gathering clouds darkened the international outlook.
The long-delayed era of rearmament on a great scale was at last apparently
entered upon, though not yet at a sufficient pace, when the Chancellor of the
Exchequer sought legislative authority to raise capital, or realize Budget surpluses,
for the Defence Services to the amount of 400 millions in five years. The House was
starded by the amount. It received another shock from the statement in a White
Paper that it would be imprudent to contemplate defence expenditure of less than
1,500 millions. Even that figure, Neville Chamberlain warned the House, could
not be regarded as final.
"Safety Before Comfort" was the key to his Budget in 1936. We live in times,
he said, which recall
**The uncertain glory of an April day
Which now shows all the beauty of the sun
And by and by a cloud takes all away/'